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CHINA’S ACADEMIC POSITION IN THE WORLD

Shang Yichu
(Chinese Insitute of Scientific and Technological Information)

Abstract

Adopting the method of enumerating literature in informatics, the article is bases on a survey
and statistics and analysis of the publication of international scientific and technological papers
in 1985—86 which appeared in three index systems,including Index of Scientific Papers. The three
index systems list the papers published in most of the world’s important scientific and technological
pericdicals, journals and conference symposium. The results reveal the following facts: China ranked
in the first 30 countries in terms of the number of published papers, this number made up a small
proportion of the total published papers in the world but the proportion increased at a fast rate,
and the institutions of higher learning published more papers than the research institutes. These
not only assess China’s academic position in the world but also provide references for formulat-
ing scientific and technological policies. Owing to the incomplete collection of Chinese literature
published in scientific and technological periodicals by the index systems, the assessment and re-
ferences are only of relative significance. The survey, statistics and analysis will further promote

our development of literature enumerating.



